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ACADIA DRIVING/RIDING WEEK SCHEDULED FOR  AUGUST 12-19 THIS YEAR
But you still need to make your reservations by Jan 1st!

The annual week at Acadia National Park has been rescheduled to August for 2012 as it was felt that 
horses would be better conditioned by then and also that mid summer is the best time to go north to drive 
where it might be cooler. Laurie Goodwin will still be the GSCA member coordinating the weekend and she 
says that everything will be the same as in previous years except the date.

However it is still necessary to make your reservations with Acadia as soon as possible after 
January first.  The flyer with all the pertinent information is attached to this newsletter.

PLANING MEETING SETS SCHEDULE FOR 2012

A very successful Planning Meeting was held at the Amherst Library on November 5th despite 
disappointingly small attendance.  The schedule for the year was quickly whipped into shape with many 
favorite drives again scheduled for the upcoming year and two new ones planned.  Sue Rogers will be 
hosting a new drive in Vermont and the Moses’ are investigating one at Castle in the Clouds.  Both the 
Acadia Drive and the Seavey-Auburn Drive have moved to different parts of the calendar,  and Shelburne 
has new hosts.  Following the meeting everyone enjoyed a delicious dinner at the nearby Weathervane 
Restaurant.

A copy of the Preliminary Calendar for 2012 is attached with only the Shelburne date to be confirmed by 
Shelburne at their regular meeting in a month or so and the Castle in the Clouds drive to be worked out.

13th ANNUAL G.S.C.A.
ELLET & SHIRLEY SEAVEY MEMORIAL CARRIAGE DRIVE

The roads and trails in Auburn near Massabesic Lake 
were bustling with drivers and riders again this October.  
The weather this year was nearly perfect with cool 
temperatures in the morning that warmed up into the 
50's by mid afternoon.  The fall colors were still beautiful, 
both in the trees and along the trails. This provided 
picturesque scenes for the 13th Annual Event.  This year 
the drive was renamed the Ellet & Shirley Seavey 
Memorial Drive. This was done to recognize the 
contributions of both Ellet and Shirley to the Granite 
State Carriage Association, after Shirley's passing earlier 
this year.

This year the gates were opened into the field off Depot 
Road providing a great location for everyone to spread out 
and unload,  prepare for the drive, and the after drive  
lunch.                                                                                                 

Sonja Cahill driving Miss Breezy
                                                                                                          with  Ellen Seavey Oman as passenger  



The footing   was superb on the carriage roads and the terrain makes this an 
ideal drive for both novice and experienced drivers alike. The 8 to 10 miles of 
trails an loops lead to scenic views of Little Massabesic Lake and other 
surrounding ponds.  
  
After a few hours on the trails, the dozen attendees, some of whom asked to 
become new club members gathered for a picnic lunch, great conversation 
and company.  A special thanks goes out to Ellen Seavey Oman,  Ellet & 
Shirley's daughter, who stayed and helped with the drive before heading 
home to Colorado.  Ellen bought and donated blue ribbons commemorating 
the drive and they were given to all who participated.   

   Linda Wilking & Ellen Oman

Linda & I would like to thank all who 
helped and attended the drive, and 
we look forward to hosting the drive 
again next year when it will be in the 
spring.  Anyone with comments or 
concerns please take a minute and 
share them with us so we may 
continue to make improvements for the  After lunch: Linda Wilking,, Laurie Goodwin. Nancy Slombo, Barbara Frake
drive next year.
               Sincerely,         Linda & Eric Wilking                                            

 IT IS TIME TO ELECT A NEW SECRETARY !

Please offer to help your Club!  GSCA is seeking a recording Secretary to replace Cathy Mcleod, who 
regrettably will finish her last term at the Annual Meeting, February 12, 2012. We will all miss Cathy's 
abilities and diligence.  

The Secretary is invaluable to the Club in taking minutes at the 4-5 regular and Board meetings during the 
year, which are typically held in a southern NH location. The Secretary also has some duties of publicity 
(distributing our Events Calendar to 3-4 publications) and helps with organizing some Club activities.  

We welcome any and all candidates for office who might share in the continuation of this volunteer 
organization, so that all members can continue to enjoy our diverse drive/rides and events during the 
upcoming year! Much assistance is always given to get new Officers "broken in."  If you are interested or 
have a suggestion of who might make a good Secretary please contact a member of the Nominating 
Committee. Members are Claudia Libis (603)724-0733 claudia @metrocast.net; Deb Hunt (802) 684-2483 
waterhook@myfairpoint.net; or Connie Moses (6030490-9694 connie@portraitswithhorses.com.

GSCA OFFICERS AND CANDIDATES FOR 2012:  President-- Connie Moses, first term expires 2012, eligible 
to run for second term Vice President-- Bob Townsend, first term expires 2013, eligible to run for second 
term Secretary-- position open in 2012, seeking candidate Treasurer-- Marilyn Williams, second term 
expires 2013  Voting Board members at-large: Sonja Cahill, second term expires 2013 Jim Burnham, second 
term expires 2013 Laurie Goodwin, incomplete term fulfilled 2012, eligible to rerun  Ex-officio members, 
voting as tiebreakers: Cresca Albright, past President Ginger Laplante, Newsletter editor 

EAT AT FRIENDLY'S TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH
AND SUPPORT RESCUE AT LIVE AND LET LIVE FARM

Live and let Live Farm is hosting Family Fun Night at the Loudon Road Friendly's all day on Tuesday, 
December 13th.  A percentage of all sales that day will go to help support their rescue horses and other 
animals.  So eat at Friendly’s on the 13th and be sure to tell them that you are there to support Live and 
Let Live Farm so the farm will get its’ 20%



NEW PROGRAM AT THE CARRIAGE BARN

The Carriage Barn Therapeutic Riding and Carriage Driving Programs have a new program at Bob-Lyn 
Stables, 91 Monroe St., in Amesbury, Massachusetts.  Come enjoy driving new and antique carriages and 
sleighs, as well as riding.  Children as young as four develop social skills in a fun and fulfilling experience.  
Senior citizens have fun caring for horses and practicing the fine art of carriage driving.  Please call to 
register for our holiday gift packages.  The Carriage Barn is a 501c3 not-for-profit organization serving the 
needs of very special members of our community.  For more information please call 603-378-0140 or e-mail 
carriage-barn@comcast.net.

WILD HORSE, WILD RIDE PREMIERE
       Friday, December 30 - 7 PM                

TIX: $25 VIP*; $12 adult/$10 youth, student, senior or military on sale NOW!
 

Wild Horse, Wild Ride is a captivating and empowering film that follows 
the plight of the American Mustang and their trainers as they try to 
develop partnerships in preparation for the 2009 Extreme Mustang 
Makeover. New Hampshire ’s own Nik and Kris Kokal are featured along 
with five other trainers and their distinctive training approaches all 
captured in stunning cinematography in this amazing film, currently 
being shown at international film festivals to rave reviews, 
unprecedented awards and international acclaim. This is a rare 
opportunity to be able to to view and experience this amazing and 
highly esteemed film before it is released, at its only New England 
screening. 

As a direct result of the powerful experiences garnered in connecting with the plight of the American 
Mustang, the Kokal family has been inspired to develop the HorseTenders Mustang Foundation where 
humans in need can enjoin with the American Mustang to unite in sharing mutual benefits of emotive 
healing, comfort, & security. All proceeds from this screening will go directly towards the development and 
implementation of the HorseTenders Mustang Foundation.

 
*VIP tickets include reserved seating section, a pre-show meet & greet with Kris & Nik Kokal (featured in film) 
and a signed poster. 
The Colonial Theatre, 95 Main Street , Keene , NH 03431            603-357-1233 www.thecolonial.org

MERRY CHRISTMAS

By Liz Goldmann for her Morgan Horse Club Newsletter. Used with permission

It was late December at a Christmas show, last class of the day and it was
starting to snow.
A dozen turnouts had answered the horn with pairs and tandems and a unicorn.
The paddock man yelled "I'm closing the gate!" when in swooped a turnout
with a team of eight.

The judge shook his head and consulted his card, then flipped through his
rule book and looked real hard
For the section of the code, on which page it lay, for the turnout specs
that applied to a sleigh
With a hitch of eight that were not equine...then with a flash of red nose
the hitch counted nine!

The whip on this rig was dressed for the night in a bright red coat and fur
lap robe tucked tight
Around his belly and over his lap, and jingle bells hung from the fur on his
cap.
Obviously he hadn't seen the "No Smoking" sign as he puffed on his pipe
while he guided his nine.



The announcer called "Trot" and the carriages glided while the gaze of the
audience was pretty one-sided
For the gent in red went around and around while it seemd his team didn't
quite touch the ground.
On the reverse the horses all got a look at the gleaming gold sleigh and
that's all it took
For the bays and the chestnuts, the gray and the black, to break to a canter
and refuse to come back.
They were snorting and pawing and a pair started to rear when the sleigh
driver shouted "You have nothing to fear."

"I got a little off course as I started my flight and decided to make this
show my first stop of the night.
"I'm afraid I paid no entry fee nor filled out the form and I know my sleigh
is out of the norm.
"In fact, no blue ribbons or some other prize, I've a sack full of goodies,
for all a surprise."
Then he lined up his hitch right beside the stunned judge, hopped out of his
rig and gave him a nudge
And a gaily wrapped gift from the pack in the sleigh while other entries
crowded 'round with a snort and a neigh.

Soon that jolly old elf had delivered his loot to each of the whips and
ringmaster to boot,
Then hopped back in his sleigh and to his team gave a whistle and away they
 flew like the down of a thistle,
But we heard him exclaim ere he drove out of sight, "May your forty meter
circles all be round and just right."

DRIVING COMPANION WANTED  

Have Driving horse, Carriage, Truck and Trailer-- Need person to share driving  with. Slightly disabled lady 
seeks assistance to join in carriage  driving. Local and organized drives possible. Windham, NH. Please call   
Marilyn, 603-432-8680.

FOR SALE

Arab/QH Mare. I need to find a home for my sweet natured registered 1/2 Arab/QH 
mare. She is 14.2 and will be 18 in January but shows no sign of age. She has 
wonderful conformation and way of going. She does not need shoes for average work. 
She rarely needs any trimming either (per my blacksmith who marvels at her hoof 
health and the way she wears her feet so evenly). She is sane, sound and has no 
health issues. Her history is that of a neglected mare (no abuse that I know of) who 
was a pasture pal. She has had basic training, natural methods, some Parelli 
groundwork. She is sweet with no "issues". We were conditioning for competitive trail 
riding and she was being ridden by a teenager with no problems. She is not a 
bold mover by herself and goes much better with another horse. She lacks 
confidence and needs mileage to make a good trail prospect. With lack of time, 
she is lingering as a "pasture pal" again and it's not fair for us to keep her. 
With the weather, we have a lot of mud near the barn so she's pretty dirty in 
the photos (no time to clean her up) but I think you can tell that she has a 
kind eye and good conformation. I am offering her for $800 but I am more 
interested in finding her a forever home. She craves attention and is the type 
of horse that bonds easily. She could be someones best friend. She would be 
suitable for children, or as a lesson horse, although she would need more 
work and I don't have the time. Stabled in Langdon, NH?near Keene. If anyone 
is interested, they can contact me directly by email:m.stuller@yahoo.com. 
Thank you!



Russet/brass harness for 12-13 hand pony.  Never used.  
Essentials Plus Harness with quick release tugs. Removable 
overcheck. $1200 or b/o with bag. 207-354-6720 
or kleblanc@myfairpoint.net 

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

DEC. 10 27TH ANNUAL  HORSE & CARRIAGE HOLIDAY PARADE. Woodstock,VT. Contact: Karen 
Didricksen (802) 356-3386. Parade begins at 1:45PM

JAN. 3-5 WOMEN ONLY WEEKEND. Touchstone Farm, Temple, NH.  www.touchstone-farm.org or e-
mail Becky at:  bsanborn@touchstone-farm.org

JAN 7 & 21 GMHA SLEIGHING COMBINED TEST Contact: (802) 457-1509 OR WWW.GMHAINC.ORG.

JAN. 8 COLONIAL CARRIAGE & DRIVING SOC. SLEIGH RALLY Orleton Farm, Stockbridge, MA. 
No backup date. Contact: Kay Konove (413) 298-3810 kkfjords3@gmail.com

JAN. 22 GMHA SLEIGH RALLY.  Contact: (802) 457-1509 OR WWW.gmhainc.org..

FEB 4 ANTIQUE SLEIGH RALLY. Old Sturbridge Village. Sturbridge, MA. Contact: 1-800-SEE-
1830 http://www.osv.org/museum/contact.html?ID=8

FEB.12 GSCA ANNUAL MEETING. THE PURITAN BACK ROOM, 245 Hooksett Rd. Manchester, 
NH.  Contact: Connie Moses (603) 528-1531.

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC.
 A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB 

 DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT 
 (Riders Welcome)

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

 Name:______________________________________Address:___________________________________ 

____________________________State______Zip:_______________ Phone________________________

E-Mail____________________________________

New Membership ____  Renewal____

Any Changes from last listing?  Yes  No  What?________________________________________
Annual Membership Single or Family $20.00.  

For more info. call:  Treasurer Marilyn Williams (603) 594-0987
Please make checks payable to: GSCA

Mail to: Marilyn Williams, 54 Pilgrim Drive, Litchfield, NH 03052



Animal Nativity - Merry Christmas!

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor
137 Old Tilton Road
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224



                 GSCA Presents:                      
ACADIA NATIONAL PARK

DRIVE/RIDE
    

August 12-19, 2012

  “Where the ocean meets the mountain”    
                     

*** Permanent stabling
*** 7 campsites available on grounds
*** Sign up for an optional lobster dinner at Thurston's, pizza 

and marshmallows at  The campfire, and popovers for lunch 
at the Jordan Pond House

*** Nearby inns, camp grounds, and public showers  Blackwoods 
Campground 207-288-3274, Greyrock Inn 207-276-9360) 

*** Area attractions include: whale watches, sailing trips, guided 
tours, hiking, walking along the beach, and bird watching.

     RESERVATIONS:
     Individuals are responsible for making their own reservations for 

stabling   and camping with Wildwood Stables. 
     Due to limited stabling and on-site camping, you are advised to 

book immediately.  Beginning  8 AM January 2, 2012. 
*** Call (1-877-276-3622) starting at 8:00 AM.  Fax 207-532-2242. 

Make sure to have credit card on hand. Reservations are on a 
first come first serve basis.

*** After reservations have been made, additional information will be 
sent from Wildwood Stables.

     HORSE HEALTH REQUIREMENTS:
                       **** Negative Coggins Test (within one year) 
                         **** Health Certificate (within 30 days) 
                                       **** EHV-1 vaccine
Please remember to vaccinate your horse and send your vaccination 
records, as you will not be allowed into the park without them.    
                                                   

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Laurie Goodwin (603) 483-8797  lauriejgoodwin@comcast.net

If you are going please let Laurie know so she can arrange for all GSCA 
members to be stabled together.

 



THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE 
ASSOCIATION
PRELIMINARY

CALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTS
2012

FEB. 12 ANNUAL MEETING.  Location:  The Puritan Backroom, 245 Hooksett Road, Manchester, 
SUN. NH 03104.     Contact:  Connie Moses (603) 528-1531

MAY 5 MYSTERY DRIVE.  Canterbury, NH.  Contact:  Ginger Laplante (603)783-4702 or Claudia 
SAT.. Libis (603) 463-9812

MAY. 20 BILLINGS FARM DRIVE/RIDE.  Woodstock, VT.  Contact:  Becky Greenan (603) 
SUN. 632-4752 or Carolyn Townsend (603) 448-3478

JUN. 3 AUBURN - ELLET & SHIRLEY SEAVEY MEMORIAL DRIVE/RIDE.  Auburn, NH.  
SUN Contact:  Linda & Eric Wilking (603) 731-0513.

JUN. 23 or 24CASTLE IN THE CLOUDS DRIVE/RIDE  TENTATIVE

JUL. 7-8 SUE ROGERS DRIVE/RIDE. Land’s End Farm, Proctorsville, VT. Contact: Sue Rogers 
(802) 226-7234 (home) or 952-8456 (cell) or noblegesture@tds.net

JUL. 13-15 LOOK TO THE MOUNTAIN DRIVE/RIDE.  Chocorua, NH.  Camping and 
FRI.-SUN. swimming available.  Contact:  Sonja & Bob Cahill (978) 851-5124 or by e-mail:  

rjcmoosecaboose@yahoo.com

AUG. 3-5 NORTHEAST KINGDOM DRIVE/RIDE.  Danville, VT.  Camping and swimming 
FRI.-SUN. available.  Contact:  Deb Hunt (802) 684-2583

AUG. 12-19 ACADIA NATIONAL PARK DRIVE/RIDE.  Bar Harbor, ME.  Contact:  Laurie 
SUN.-SUN. Goodwin (603) 483-8797.  Reservations should be submitted by Jan 2 , 2012.

SEPT. 1-3 GREENFIELD DRIVE/RIDE  & BARBECUE.  Greenfield, NH.  BQ ON SAT. Camping, 
SAT-MON stalls and swimming available  ($12/night to camp; $12/night/stall). Cones & Obstacles will 

be set up Contact:Sonja & Bob Cahill (978) 851-5124 or by e-mail 
rjcmoosecaboose@yahoo.com or Sue & John Booth (603) 664-2787 or by e-mail:  
mustangsofnh@yahoo.com

SEPT. 16 BRANCH HILL FARM DRIVE/RIDE.  Milton, NH.  Contact:  Pat Pearson (207) 477-8456
SUN.



SEPT.23-27 SHELBURNE FARMS MID-WEEK DRIVE.  Shelburne, VT  DATE TENTATIVE!  
SUN.- Drivers Only.  Contact: Lucia & Jim Owen (207) 928-2062, jbolbo@fairpoint.net, or Rick 
THURS. Vanderploeg (802) 899-3315, rvander@us.ibm.com  NOTE:  Reservations required - limited 

space

OCT. 5-7 HANCOCK DRIVE/RIDE.  Hancock, NH.  Camping available.  Contact:  Karen DesRoches 
FRI.-SUN. (603) 525-3632 or Cresca Albright (603) 525-3314

NOV. 3 ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING.  Location to be announced.  Contact:  Connie Moses 
SAT. (603) 528-1531

If for some reason you cannot drive at an event, come anyway and enjoy the sociability.  Often someone has 
room and will gladly give you a ride.

Friends, guests, sociable driving people and horseback riders are welcome at all events.

Our insurance requires non members to join in order to drive with us.

EVERYONE, rider, driver, passenger, visitor or volunteer helper at an event MUST SIGN A RELEASE 
FORM available from the event organizer !

Those wishing attendance credit for The Year End participation Award MUST LEGIBLY AND 
COMPLETELY FILL IN A RELEASE FORM FOR EACH EVENT ATTENDED!  It is not necessary to 
bring a rig, ride or drive at an event in order to get credit for participation.  All events count including 
meetings for which attendance sheets will be kept.

ALL ARE WELCOME!


