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PLANNING MEETING SETS SCHEDULE FOR 2018 

GSCA’s annual planning meeting was well-attended on November 19th, generating valuable feedback from 
many seasoned hosts and discussion about possible new venues to add to the calendar or to explore for 
future events. We’ve got all seasons covered for 2018!  A change in the 2018 calendar will break out 
directly-affiliated events hosted by GSCA members and a separate calendar for Friends & Partner outings, 
including meet-ups at common public venues and events hosted by and/or typically attended by GSCA 
members. Between the two calendars, there is much to look forward to in 2018: 

SLEIGH DAY is BACK!  - With winter in full swing, GSCA driving enthusiasts are excited about the 
upcoming second annual Sleigh Day in Lebanon, NH, hosted by Carolyn Townsend, Becky Greenan, and 
Jean Harvey. Last year’s event was a resounding success!  Anne Paquin rated it as one of her “top five 
driving days!”. Much of the success was thanks to local snowmobilers who packed down miles of trails for 
sleighers to jingle bells on. A sunny day and delicious food further enhanced a joyful day. The date for the 
2018 Sleigh Day is Sunday, Feb. 18th, with an alternate date the following Sunday, Feb. 25th.  Watch for a 
flyer on this event coming soon. 

 



ANNUAL MEMBERS’ MEETING DINNER & FUN-RAISING AUCTION – The Annual Members’ Meeting, 
Dinner, and Fun-raising auction is scheduled for Sunday, March 11, 2018.  Save the date and plan to 
attend!  Due to accolades and positive reviews by last year’s attendees, we will be returning to The Red 
Blazer restaurant, in Concord, NH.  The members’ meeting gives members a chance to review the club’s 
mission and year-end successes. The dinner is a wonderful social occasion to catch up with friends and 

fellow horsepersons.  The “FUN-raising” auction is GSCA’s only fundraising event, and, as its name 
implies, is always FUN!  Detailed notice of the Annual Meeting and dinner will be distributed after the first 
of the year and will also be available on the GSCA website. Coming at the tail end of winter, this party is 
sure to get you fired up to kick-start the carriage and riding season! 

GSCA BRINGS BACK FAVORITE SINGLE-DAY EVENTS FOR 2018 – Back by popular demand are 
several single day carriage drive/ride events for 2018.  
GSCA will co-host Touchstone Farm’s “Spring Fling” on 
Saturday May 11th in Temple, NH. 

Two popular day outings, Northern Rail Trails at Potter’s 
Place in Andover, NH and Pemi River Trails in 
Sanbornton, NH are back in August.  Laurie Graham 
will once again host the Pemi River Trails outing.  This 
has become a very popular drive/ride with increased 
participation each year.  Parking is limited, therefore 
pre-registration will be required for this event. 

Fall brings back the Seavey Memorial/Manchester 
Water Works Lake Massabesic Watershed drive/ride in 
Auburn, NH, hosted by Eric & Linda Wilking in 
September, giving participants a rare opportunity to 
enjoy the beautiful trails around Tower Pond.  In 

October, we look forward once again to riding the trails 
around Branch Hill Farm in Milton Mills, NH.  Cindy Schlener graciously hosted this outing in 2017 after 
a 2-year hiatus due to lack of a host.  Cindy agreed to take it on again in 2018. Thank you, Cindy. 

OUR MOST POPULAR CAMPING EVENTS ARE BACK, TOO! – 
GSCA’s longest running and most popular camp out, the “Look to 
the Mountain” event in Chocorua, NH, will take place again in 
July. Life-time member, Sonja Cahill and husband, Bob have 
hosted this wonderful summer outing since it began. Cindy 
Schlener will assist with hosting duties again this year. 

Thanks to Meach Cove Farm, the Shelburne Farm multi-day 
camp out is now open to riders as well as carriage drivers, and 
many riders took advantage of that opportunity in 2017.  The 
carriage roads and trails around Shelburne, VT afford some of the 
most scenic views in New England.  This event is scheduled in 

mid-September and will be hosted by GSCA president, Jean 
Harvey. 

FRIENDS & PARTNER EVENTS – Meet-ups at popular public 
venues traditionally attended by GSCA members have been 
broken out to a separate calendar.  These outings are not directly 
affiliated with Granite State Carriage Association.  Participants 



must make their own arrangements, and can attend these venues at any time, but have the option of 
attending while other, “seasoned” GSCA members are there, who can help with suggested routes and other 
pertinent information. Hosts may also be contacted in advance for information. 

This year these include The Myles Standish State Forest Event scheduled for June, three Acadia Meetups 
and Three Educational Driving Trials hosted by Linda & Eric Wilking in May, September and October.                          
taken from Renee Wormell’s press release. 

PICKPOCKET   OCTOBER  ADT 

The Pickpocket Educational ADT located in the heart of the NH Seacoast Region in Brentwood, has in 
its second year become the go to event for new drivers.  On October 22, the last of 3 events scheduled 
in 2017, 10 VSE’s, and 11 Horses and Ponies participated in educational activity, set up to prepare 
participants for Arena Driving Trials and Combined Driving Events.  Each event this year had over 20 
participants, with skills ranging from “Green as Grass” newbies with no showing experience to 
Intermediate drivers looking to stay sharp and practice driving skills.  Our sincere thanks to Susan 
Koso for her time as Judge at all 3 events this year.  Her guidance and patience will build this event 
into and even better experience for all next year.  Many other volunteers including Stephanie Merrill 
our scorer, her husband Chuck, and Sergio Rubio helped at all 3 events.  What a surprise to see 
Denise Reed Gagnon, Laurie Goodwin and Judy Finerty at the show.  They too volunteered and helped 
make the show a huge success. 

All VSE’s (mini’s) complete in a 20 x 40 meter dressage ring, then the ring is opened up to 40 x 80 
meters, then even larger 40 x 100 meters for the Intermediate drivers.  Following dressage was a 15 
cone course, and 2 obstacles, each driven twice.  The grounds are perfect to accommodate 20-25 
trailers with plenty of room to turn for new trailer drivers, and lots of room to warm up in a very 
friendly, low pressure atmosphere for all that participate.  Everyone was encouraged to ask questions, 
seek help and lend a hand to anyone needing assistance.  

Granite State Carriage Assn. was well represented with 14 members of the 20 participants.   The 
VSE’s had 10 training entries.  Georgia Barry won the division with GSCA members Tina Silva 2nd and 
Marsha Cloutier 3rd.  The Training Pony Division was won by Diego Rubio with GSCA members Lisa 
Brooks Smets 2nd and Mickie Dutton 3rd.  Training Horse was won by Rachel Nydam with GSCA 
member Andrea Coursey placing 2nd.  The Preliminary Pony Division was won by GSCA member 
Susan Rogers with Lori Stammer 2nd and GSCA member Hilary Miskoe 3rd, while the Preliminary 
Horse Division was won by GSCA member Leslie Baxter.  The only Intermediate driver was GSCA 



member Janet Oliver who won the Pony Division. 
  
   
  
  
  
  
    

Georgia Barry                                                                                    Marsha Cloutier 

Lunch at each event is a pot luck with 
all sharing the great food, comradery 
and family fun.  Recognition for a job 
well done, and helpful words of 
encouragement follow each event.  
Linda and I look forward to hosting 3 
events again next year, so stay tuned 
for more information and be looking 
for the calendar as we approach a 
great 2018 driving season. 

Lastly, thank you so much for the 
support, help and volunteers from the                      Diego Rubio & Stephanie Moses 
Granite State Carriage Association, the American Driving Society and the New England Regional 
Director Leona Anastasi.  Without that support the event would not be the success it has been. 

                                                                                                    Sincerely,  Linda & Eric Wilking 

 2017  WASSAIL  PARADE

For the past thirty-three years, picture perfect 
Woodstock, VT, has welcomed people from near and 
far to celebrate the holidays at their Wassail 
Weekend.   The highlight of Woodstock’s celebratory 
weekend is the “Wassail Horse & Carriage Holiday 
Parade”, during which more than fifty horses parade 
though Woodstock carrying riders or pulling 
outfitted carriages - all decked out in holiday 
costumes or period attire from the 19th century.  The 
parade route is filled with people shouting out 
Christmas greetings and cheering for their favorite 
teams. Coordinated by High Horses Therapeutic 
Riding Program and the Woodstock Area Chamber of 
Commerce, this celebration draws over 2000 



spectators and has been voted one of 
Vermont’s top ten winter events.  
  
For the fifth year in a row, GSCA club 
member Kathy Mercurio attended with 
her miniature horse "Celeste The Rock 
Star". Club member Jackie Schoendorf 
joined as their marshal and the three 
delighted the crowds with their entry 
“Bringing Home the Christmas Tree”. 
Decked out in woodsman-like red 
and black check and beards, 
complete with a faux ax and a live 
Christmas tree, the three were cheered 
along the 2-mile parade loop and were 
an absolute crowd favorite. 
  
Beau t i fu l c o s tumes , ca ro l e r s , 
snowflakes, rosy cheeks, laughter, 
cheers, and horses… such a wonderful 
fun-filled opening event to the Holiday 
Season!     
  Kathy Mercurio          Katheryn Mercurio as woodsman!! 

VOLUNTEER  YOUR  TIME   AT  THE  CARRIAGE  BARN
 
Kensington, NH - The Carriage Barn Equine Adaptive Therapy Programs is looking for volunteers to 
assist with Therapeutic Horseback Riding & Carriage Driving, Fundraising, Events, and Fun 
Activities.   Volunteers are needed at various times throughout the week to work with horses and 
clients.  
  
Teens, adults and retirees welcome (volunteers must be at least 14 years old).   Experience and 
horse knowledge is a plus, but is not required.   Are you a student with a community service 
requirement (Honor Society, Scouts, 4-H, Graduation, etc)?  If so, we would love to hear from you! 
  
Anyone interested in learning more can contact The Carriage Barn at 603-378-0140, email 
info.carriagebarn@comcast.net, or check out our website at www.carriage-barn.org. 
  
The program offers services in Kensington, NH and seeks to promote the health and well-being of 
individuals of all ages with disabilities by enhancing their physical, psychological, cognitive and 
emotional healing and strengthening through equine activities.   The Carriage Barn is a 501c3 Not-
for-Profit Organization, as well as a member center of the Professional Association of Therapeutic 
Horsemanship, International. 
  



 HORSE MOTEL???? 

Try Our Hay-Stuffed Mattresses: 
Lindsey Partridge, 31, of Pontypool, Ont., 
Canada, was on her way to an event at 
Lexington, Ky.’s, Kentucky Horse Park. 
“The hotel is before you get to the horse 
park,” Partridge said, so “we figured we 
may as well stop and unload our 
luggage.” When she spotted a guest with 
a dog in the lobby, the amused Partridge 
told the clerk she didn’t know they 
allowed pets, because she has some 
horses outside. “The receptionist said, 

‘Oh, I don’t care. Sure, bring them in’,” Partridge says. So 
she brought in one of her horses and took it to her room, 
mainly to get photos to post on Facebook to show, she 
says, “that horses really can be quiet, calm and nice.” Of 
course, the pictures went viral. When a reporter asked 
the Super 8 hotel to confirm the story, it admitted the 
incident was true, claimed they had “no knowledge of it 
being in the room,” and “clarified” their pet policy. “We 
are pet-friendly,” they say, but only for animals “25 
pounds and under.” (RC/ABC) ...Which shall be known as 
the “Just say neigh” policy. 

     Sent in by Bill Hatt 
    

 

        UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 

JAN.6-7 GMHA COMBINED TEST & SLEIGH RALLY.Woodstock,VT. Contact:    
  www.gmhainc.org 

JAN.20-21 GMA COMBINED TEST & SLEIGH RALLY, Woodstock,VT. Contact:    
  www.gmhainc.org 

FEB. 18 GSCA SLEIGH DAY Lebanon,NH Contact:Carolyn Townsend     

sno date cmtownsend2@gmail.com.  (603) 448-3478 ell (603) 359-1505   

Feb 25 

     

http://www.gmhainc.org
mailto:cmtownsend2@gmail.com


A MAN, WIFE AND HORSE GO COASTING ON A SLEIGH 
From: Carriage Monthly, April 1884, Page 22 

(As reprinted in "Horse Drawn Sleighs, 2nd Edition, 2003 by C.A.A.) 

Thornton Osgood and his wife, while coming the other day into Richmond Indiana, had a lively ride. On 
reaching a long and very steep hill, from which the snow has drifted and exposed an icy coating, their 
horse which is not been roughed could not make his footing sure and, in attempting to hold back, struck 
his hind legs against the crossbar in the shafts. Surprised, the animal tried to kick but the instant his 
heels were high enough to admit of it, the sleigh shot forward and scooped him up, the shafts snapping off 
and the sleigh knocking his front feet from under him at the same instant and, ere they knew hardly what 
was happening, Osgood and his wife found the horse in the sleigh with them and the whole went shooting 
down the declivity a full half a mile while the horse struggled to regain his feet and the terrified wife held 
fast by the horse, first screamed and then laughed at her frantic husband who, with the wildest 
ejaculations, commanded the horse to stop as though he were in the shafts and doing as level best to run 
away. They reached the bottom of the hill without sustaining any bodily injury, however, and the most 
serious damage was the breaking of the shafts and harness and the loss of the chickens and eggs they 
were taking to market, the latter being mashed and the former liberated during the thrilling descent. 

 A RECREATIONAL HORSE CLUB FOR DRIVERS AND RIDERS   
 JOIN US NOW JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome) 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 
Name (include all family members):____________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
_________  
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________ 

Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____  
Renewal__________ 
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?________ 
TOTAL SENT__________________________ 
Any Changes from last listing?  Yes  No  What?_________________________________________ 

Annual Membership Single or Family $25.00 up to 2 adults & children under 18.   
Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call:  Treasurer Eric Wilking  

(603) 731-0513 
Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 038 
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