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PLANNING  MEETING  NOVEMBER  20TH 

Board Members and members gather at Boo Martin’s to plan our events for 2017.  The resulting tentative 
calendar is attached to this newsletter. 

Q & A ABOUT SHELBURNE/MEACH COVE SEPT. 17-22 

These questions were asked oF Macy Gotthardt, who attended our Shelburne outing this year. She stayed 
at Meach Cove Farms, adjacent to Shelburne Farms property. A lovely old Adirondack-style red barn 
housed the horses, and camping was free on the grounds. Two of these photos are from Macy— THANK 
YOU Macy for sharing with the club! 

Q.Was this your first visit to Shelburne?   A. yes 
How long was your stay?     I arrived Sunday afternoon and left on Wednesday afternoon. 
Q. What was the Meach Cove stabling like?  A. Large old fashioned whitewashed box stalls with clay floor, 
cast iron grill work.   Convenient to water and manure dump into nearby spreader 

 



 
Q. Did you camp at Meach Cove or stay off site?  A.  I 
camped alongside the field below the barn. The views 
across the fields of the lake  and mountains are 

spectacular. 
Q. Did you ride/drive on the Shelburne Farm grounds, in 
the Meach Cove area, or both? A. I rode on the Meach 

C o v e 
Farm 
fields and roads, with a few trails. 
Q. What was the outing like for you and your horse? 
How were the trails and roads?  A. Footing was 
excellent, weather was excellent. 
Q. Did you participate in any of the group's organized 
activities?  We toured the Shelburne Inn and the 
Coach Barn, and went out to dinner. 
. Q. What is your horse's name/breeding?  As A 
Dream, Appendix QH 

     Meach Cove from the air 



CAROLYN  TOWNSEND  PRAISES  MEACH  COVE

We had a nice grassy, shaded spot to 
camp in not far from the barn. We had 
a wonderful time as the weather was 
 perfect, no bugs, and no traffic except 
for an occasional walker. The only rain 
was at night and with the horses 
tucked into their stalls we had no 
worries. 

I enjoyed the quiet driving atmosphere 
and my green Morgan horse enjoyed the 
mostly flat terrain. Jean Harvey and I 
rode and or drove every day. On the last 
day we ventured over to Shelburne 
Farms, about 8 miles.   
                  Meach Cove barn from campsite 

One young girl came for the 
weekend and brought her two 
horses.   Macy Gotthardt brought 
her horse and rode with us for a 
couple of days. Another couple 
brought their Caspian pony and 
took several drives. 

 

Carolyn Townsend & her green Morgan 

      Janet & Gerald Pietsch & their Caspian Pony 
 



The only drawback was there wasn't a field to set up 
fencing for the horses. Luckily for my young guy one of 
the boarders let me use his paddock. 

We visited the local popular restaurants and even found 
a little pub where the dogs were allowed in to socialize 
and I was introduce to Switchback ale! 

Jean Harvey (L) & Carolyn Townsend (R) at Shelburne Gates

Photos by Carolyn & Bob Townsend. 

SPURWINK FARM DRIVING AND RIDING ALONG THE OCEAN IN OCTOBER 
           By Connie Moses 

A beautiful and under-utilized venue for carriage driving and riding is Spurwink Farm on Cape Elizabeth, 
Maine, south of Portland. Spurwink’s private land is opened by the landowner on Columbus Day weekend 
to carriages on Saturday and to riders on Sunday. There’s no fee for the drive; I’m guessing that riders 
might pay a fee, because the ride is held as a fundraiser to benefit “Equestrian Therapeutic 
Horsemanship.” Over 40 riders were expected on Sunday.  

Rick and I first learned of this 
Spurwink event a few years ago 
from Pat Pearson, who knew it 
through the Maine Driving Club. 
We have made this late-season 
outing every year since 2011, and 
it has always been well worth the 
trip. On October 8, we put our 
boys tandem to see if they still 
remembered how (we had not 
done it all season.) After a bit of 
hesitation, they remembered that 
it was OK to NOT be side by side 
and went along fairly well. 

Moses Tandem passing Spurwink 
RIver 

Mrs. Mary Lou Sprague is the owner of 400-acre Spurwink Farm (found online as Ram Island Farm—  
http://www.ramislandfarm.com ); she has a boarding stable there, and also has her own driving horses. 
We have always found Mary Lou to be a friendly and gracious hostess; one year she complimented us on 
our turnout, so since then we try to “dress up” a bit at Spurwink. Karen Friedlander manages the farm for 
Mary Lou and marks the routes each year. On this drive day, Karen accompanied Mary Lou driving her 



new pair of Morgans on the 
route. Mary Lou is in her late 
eighties! 

The farm legacy originated with 
Mrs. Sprague’s grandfather-in-
law Phineas W. Sprague (oil and 
gas industry), who acquired 
large tracts of land in the early 
1900’s to preserve it for duck 
hunting. Now most of the area is 
held in the family as sort of a 
family compound, with some 
assets managed via the Phineas 
W . S p r a g u e M e m o r i a l 
Foundation since 1956. 

Lovely Cape Elizabeth reminds 
one of Acadia’s flora in many 
spots, is also on the ocean, and, 

           Mary Lou Sprague & her new Morgan pair.                    unlike Acadia, is basically flat and 
level! The route, usually 8-9 miles, combines woods trails, dirt roads and private lawns alongside the 
ocean, skirting the edges of fields and apple orchards. While basically covering the same area, the well-
marked paths have been different in configuration each year. A few times there has been a local 
photographer set up along the route, and one year Mary Lou paid the photographer to put her photos onto 
DVDs which she sent out as gifts to the participants! 

After driving, folks can join together in 
Mary Lou’s small airplane hanger to 
share their picnic lunches. There is a 
grass landing strip on her property 
which is used by small aircraft. 
Although there were about ten rigs 
which came to drive this year, due to 
somewhat chilly weather only a few 
folks hung around to eat together. We 
shared lunch with Lucia Owen (GSCA 
and MDC, f o rmer hos t o f our 
Shelburne Farm Outing) and her guest 
Saran, also Pat Pearson. Another group 
visited during lunch driving minis, with 
an adorable mini foal just looking for 
trouble alongside its momma mini 
mare! 

                    Locals greet Moses tandem. 
Many folks consider Spurwink Farm’s carriage drive a not-to-be-missed excursion in lovely carriage-
friendly surroundings. It will continue to be listed on our GSCA Calendar of activities, as a non-club event. 

Spurwink’s website also mentions a “Riding to the Top” trail event to benefit therapeutic riding:   
http://www.ramislandfarm.com/spurwink-farm/events    
Contact:  Karen Friedlander for more information:  kdfriedlander@hotmail.com 

mailto:kdfriedlander@hotmail.com


 
Lucia Owen & guest Saran 

      

Pat Pearson & her pony pair. 

Minis with foal alongside 

TRAIL USERS PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELVES 

Once again we need your help to pass the clean up manure rules to your friends and members and 
equine social media pages.   Bear Brook, Northwood Meadows, Hampton Beach are recent 
complaints from equine stewards. 

Hampton Beach and Trail State Rules (abridged). 
Hampton Beach: 
·                 From Oct.1 thru April 30 equines are permitted at Hampton Beach, from Hampton Beach South 
    (near bridge) to Boar’s Head . 
·            Trailer parking is only permitted at the Hampton Beach South parking lot. 
·         Clean up and remove offsite any manure on the main paths to the beach and above the high tide 
   mark. 
·           Ride below the high tide mark 
·               Clean up and remove offsite any waste (manure, hay, bedding) from parking areas and trail 
  heads. 
·          (carry a container and manure fork/shovel in your trailer to take waste offsite) 



Trail rules: 
·         Disposal of stall waste, hay or manure shall not be permitted on DRED properties. 
·               Clean up and remove offsite any waste (manure, hay, bedding) from parking areas and trail 
  heads. 
·         (carry a container and manure fork/shovel in your trailer to take waste offsite) 
·         Do not leave equines unattended. 
·         With reasonable effort remove off and scatter manure at remote scenic overlooks, vistas and picnic 
 areas found on the trail. 
·                 Clean up and remove offsite site all waste where the public congregates.   (Paved sidewalks and 
walkways, maintained play areas and athletic fields, lawns and fields maintained by regular mowing and 
associated with a developed recreation area, campsites, fresh water beaches, picnic areas, staging and 
gathering areas.) 
Be sure to be kind to any of our ambassadors who kindly remind you of the rules. Let’s be proud of our 
stewardship on the lands we use! 

Happy Trails,  NH Horse Council Trails Committee 

BARBARA HURLD HAS HAD “MANY 
WONDERFUL YEARS TO BE ASSOCIATED 

WITH HORSES” 

One of the earliest members of GSCA, Barbara 
Hurld at 90 years young has fond memories of 
several horses she has enjoyed over the years. 
These pictures and her comments are “just a drop 
in the bucket” in her words.  

Barbara & Morgan mare Autumn Star 1943 

Barbara remembers a companion— Wilfred LeBoeuf— 
on 3 or 4 of her 100-mile rides held in Woodstock 
Vermont. She also remains dear best friends with 
Nancy Lewis in So. Woodstock, and recalls Ruth 
Brealt as well, “an excellent horsewoman.” 
   
             Barbara on first day of 100 mile ride on Morgan  
                   mare Autumn Star, Woodstock,VT 1944 



 

Barbara and Autumn Star 1950 

 

Barbara driving Arab mare Dee 
with dad Don Shepard on the 
opening day of the 1984 Topsfield 
Fair 

 

Barbara driving Arab mare to cart 

Barbara says she has “many happy 
memories” and “lots of pictures to make 
me smile.” 



 

                      UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 

JAN 7-8 GMHA SLEIGH RALLY & COMBINED TEST S. Woodstock VT. 

JAN 21-22 GMHA SLEIGH RALLY & COMBINED TEST. S.Woodstock,VT. 

FEB. 19 GSCA SLEIGH DAY.  NEW!!.Lebanon,NH. Contact: Carolyn Townsend   
  (603)448-3478 cmtownsend2@gmail.com, Becky Greenan (603)   
  632-4752.bgreenan1@myfairpoint.net, or  Jean Harvey (603) 667-1880  
  jharvey@cli-usa.com. 

MAY 18-20 ADAPTIVE CARRIAGE DRIVING WORKSHOP.  The Carriage Barn,   
  Kensington,NH. Contact: Ann at carriage-barn@comcast.net or 603-378-0140  

JUNE  15-17 EXTREME MUSTANG MAKEOVER COMPETITION. Springfield,MA. Contact:  
  Mustang Heritage Foundation <brittani@mustangheritagefoundation.org> 

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB  

 DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome) 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 

Name (include all family members):____________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________
_________  
Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________ 

Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____  
Renewal__________ 
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?________ 
TOTAL SENT__________________________ 
Any Changes from last listing?  Yes  No  What?_________________________________________ 
Annual Membership Single or Family $25.00.   

Please make checks payable to: GSCA. For more info. call:  Treasurer Eric Wilking  
(603) 731-0513 

Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 0383 

         

 

mailto:cmtownsend2@gmail.com
mailto:632-4752.bgreenan1@myfairpoint.net
mailto:brittani@mustangheritagefoundation.org


    
  

GSCA Board members at October 5th meeting. L_R:Connie Moses, Jean Harvey, 
Renee Wormell, Eric Wilking, Dave Herrick 

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION 
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor 
137 Old Tilton Road 
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224 

                                                                                                                                 


