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SPRING FLING DRIVE/RIDE COMING MAY 1 

Come and enjoy the lovely warm spring weather driving and riding with GSCA at Touchstone Farm in Temple, 
NH.We don’t have all the details as yet but Boo Martin always provides a day full of fun and companionship.  Don’t 
miss it!  A flyer with all the details is coming soon. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Granite State Carriage Association kicked off the 2016 season with the Annual Members’ Meeting on 
March 6, 2016 at The Elks Lodge 146, on Granite Street, Manchester, NH. The annual meeting is always a 
great event to say good bye to old man winter and bid welcome back to spring.  This year the featured 
speaker was Robert Schmick, Ph.D., Director of 19th Century Willowbrook Village in Newfield, Maine.   

A visit to 19th Century Willowbrook Village is a step back in time, where visitors can stroll the fifteen plus 
acres and see historic homes and barns, a restored schoolhouse and bandstand, a mill pond and 
waterfalls, an 1894 steam engine-powered carousel, and an 1849 Concord stage coach among many, many 



other interesting mementos from days gone by.  This lifestyle museum routinely hosts working 
demonstrations of blacksmithing, fiber arts, and woodworking.  There is always something of interest 
happening in the Village, suitable to the season. The annual Ice Harvest Festival is held in January and 
features horse-drawn bobsled rides. GSCA President, Jean Harvey participated at the Ice Harvest Festival 
this year with her team of pinto ponies.  Spring highlights Maple Sugar Saturday.  Classes are held 
throughout the year teaching useful skills such as Victorian Kitchen cooking, Knife making, and antique 
engine repair.  Volunteers staff the museum and events and diligently work on restorations of buildings 
and antique equipment. Carriage tours are available most days and reenactments are held often. A full 
calendar of happenings is available on their website www.willowbrookmuseum.org .  19th Century 
Willowbrook Village is a favorite of school groups and home-schoolers. Groups can pack in a picnic lunch 
or grab a bite at the Sandwich Shop and Ice Cream Parlor.  How fortunate we are to have this delightful 
working museum so close by.   

GSCA extends heartfelt thanks to Mr. Schmick for his very interesting presentation and for enlightening 
us as to the existence of this wonderful place and all it has to offer.  We are especially thankful to 19th 

Century Willowbook Village for its generous invitation to host a carriage event in 2016. Our multi-day 
outing to Willowbrook will be held July 8-10, 2016.  Be sure to check our website for details, but don’t 
wait till July to take advantage of all the family fun and interesting things to see and do at the Village 
museum. 

       

2016 

Officers & Directors: 

Congratulations to GSCA members elected or re-elected to the GSCA Board of Directors:    
 Jean Harvey was re-elected to serve as President for a two-year term.  Jean was elected in 2015 to 
 complete the remaining term vacated by the resignation of   Cresca Albright in late 2014 due 
 to personal issues.  
 Renée Wormell was re-elected to her second 2-year term as Secretary.   
 The board also welcomes Cindy Schlener as new director.   
We extend our appreciation to retiring director, Laurie Goodwin, who graciously stepped in to fill a vacancy 
when her predecessor relocated to South Carolina. Other directors/officers currently serving include Eric 

http://www.willowbrookmuseum.org


Wilking, Treasurer, Connie Moses, Vice President, Dave Herrick, Director and Isabelle “Boo” Martin, 
Director.  
An active club, such as GSCA is, requires the dedication of many volunteers for governance, planning, 
records preservation, communication, and hosting of events.  It takes many hands to make GSCA the 
vibrant organization that it is.  Thank you to all who step up to keep the trains moving! 

Annual FUNd-Raiser Auction:  

Always a highlight of the Annual Meeting, the FUNd-Raising auction 
at the annual meeting did not disappoint.  Donations from 
individuals and businesses were diverse and plentiful.  Of special 
interest was a mink coat that appeared to be tailor-made for Sylvia 
Miskoe and her daughter, Hillary DeAngelis.  So, they bought it 

together to share!  Good resolution. Jean Harvey was delighted with 
her new lunging caveson, and the crowd enjoyed the run-way struts 

                  

 

of models Rick Moses 
a n d B o b C a h i l l , 
sporting dashing hats 
up for bids.  Treasurer 
E r i c W i l k i n g , a s 
always, proved to be a 
v e r y e f f e c t i v e 
auctioneer, soliciting 
the best bids.  Thanks 
to Eric’s efforts, the 
auction brought in 
over $1200!  Nice job, 
Eric!  Other than 
membership fees, the 
annual auction, as our 
single fundraiser, is essential to meeting operating costs.    

Awards & Honors:  

It was a family sweep – the 2015 Participation Award, given in honor of GSCA founding members Ellet and 
Shirley Sevey, was presented to Connie and Rick Moses.  It was a rare event that did not see Connie and 
Rick driving their pair of Percheron-Arab cross brothers.  In addition, Connie was voted GSCA’s MVP for 
2016.  Connie is an invaluable member and volunteer.  She manages the website and FaceBook page, and 



never fails to step up to help at events.  Thank you, Connie, for all you do!  In addition, two long time 
members, founder, Ginger Laplante and Sonia Cahill, were awarded Lifetime Memberships, in recognition 
of their many years of dedicated service to the club. Ginger and Sonia join Barbara Hurd in this honored 
designation.                                   
Renee Wormell 

TWO NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS ANNOUNCED 

At the 2016 Annual Meeting, two long-standing Granite State Carriagers were honored with Lifetime 
Memberships:  Virginia (Ginger) Laplante, and Sonja Cahill. 

Ginger Laplante is actually a founding member of GSCA. Ginger was present at the club’s first organizing 
meeting in 1978, and in President and Secretary offices for several years. She has served as our Newsletter 
Editor since the early 1990s and club Historian for most of our history.  

Ginger skillfully and faithfully applies her writing and editing skills towards creating and publishing the 
GSCA Newsletter 10-12 times yearly, AND distributing it… which until recent years of Emailing meant 
hand-collated photocopies which were snail-mailed! 

Over the years, Ginger and her husband John have hosted many drive/ride outings out of “Canterbrook 
Farm” in Canterbury, NH. The first club activity was held there around 1977. Other early activities were 
the “Canterbrook Horse Shows” begun in 1978. The GSCA’s “Newbie” drives and more recently the 
“Mystery” drives were held there. 

Ginger has collected and restored several antique buggies and carriages, has raised and driven Canadians 
and also has enjoyed Standardbreds, and a variety of other breeds.  Our website carries her history of “The 
founding of GSCA”—  http://granitestatecarriage.org/index.php/about-gsca/history-gallery   

Sonja Cahill, member for over 30 years, has served GSCA in every official capacity except for Treasurer. 
She was even at one point both President and Secretary at the same time when finding candidates was 
difficult! Thanks to the social charms of her husband Bob, the Shelburne Farms Drive was originated in 
1999, which the Burnham’s managed for ten years. Then in 2000 they began the Chocorua, NH “Look to 
the Mountain” outing at Peggy Cannon’s, which continues to be the club’s most popular excursion. Bob 
also founded the Northeast Kingdom drive thru the acquaintance of his Jamco trailer rep who is a good 
friend of landowner Bert Frye. Sonja & Bob hosted this drive for three years before local member Deb Hunt 
took over.  

Sonja’s passion has been for rescued Standardbreds and Mustangs: her mustang mare “Sparky Nevada” 
lived up to her name in competitive long-distance trail riding and driving events racking up 3,000 miles 
and was retired sound at 21 to drive and ride leisurely with GSCA for another ten years . Now Sonja drives 
“Miss Breeze,” the lively Arabian mare previously owned by a couple of GSCA members. She has a special 
place in her heart for “Chance,” her shy palomino mustang she saved from the kill pens.  

In 2013, in addition to all their other contributions, both Sonja and Ginger were appointed as “Senior 
Advisors” to the club, formally recognizing their ongoing mentorship and the wealth of knowledge and 
experience they each so generously provide to the club’s leadership. 

We are happy Ginger and Sonja now join Barbara Hurld (a very early club member) in holding the 
designation of Lifetime Member of GSCA.      Connie Moses 



ANNUAL MEETING & AUCTION ATTENDEES  RECOGNIZED

There are not words enough to express how much it means to GSCA to be supported by its members. 
This club— YOUR club— could not function without its volunteers. So many folks do their parts to help, in 
little ways and in large ways. For 38 years a group of carriage-drivers and horse-lovers have managed to 
follow their passion and successfully share their enjoyment of being with horses in a special, non-
competitive way. 

There are a remarkable number of folks who give extra support to the club, simply by attending the 
Annual Dinner meeting. Many of them attend almost every year. Many of them help the club in lots of 
other ways too, such as serving as outing hosts and officers and worker bees. Most are simply faithful 
members who believe in GSCA’s purpose enough to put in more money than just yearly dues, by donating 
and/or purchasing items in our FUNd-raising Auction. 

One cannot overstate the value of our Auction. Thanks to the Auction, the club functions in the black. 
Thanks to the Auction, we do not have to charge per-drive fees like pretty much all the other organizations 
do. Thanks to the donators to the Auction, and the bidders who give the club money for donated items and 
services, we all leave the Auction with a feeling of satisfaction and look forward to another season of 
unique fun with our horses.  Surely the Auction is a funky way to raise money, but by now it’s a tradition. 
It somehow seems appropriate that the “traditional” practice of driving horse carriages be furthered every 
year by a club’s own novel and fun tradition! 

Very few organizations do anything like what we do in Granite State; we should all be proud of what our 
club has accomplished over the years. And the officers are grateful— as all members should be— for the 
support given by those attending the Annual Dinner and Auction.  A heartfelt thanks to every single one of 
the 32ish Auction attendees this year, and all past years’ attendees— plus all the generous donors— who 
have supported Granite State Carriage and thus furthered the sport and enjoyment of carriage driving! 
          Connie Moses 

SURPRISE! THE WILKINGS WIN MOST VALUABLE PLAYER FOR 2015 
 (Biggest blunder ever, by Connie Moses)

GSCA’s active and long-standing members, Eric and Linda Wilking, were named by voting members as our 
Most Valuable Players for 2015, defined as being “most helpful and supportive during the year.” Wait a 
minute though… didn’t Connie get named MVP at the Annual Meeting? Isn’t that in the minutes?  Yeah 
well, guess who mis-counted the MVP entries on the ballots? That would be me, Connie… fail. 

Apologies to Linda and Eric, who both got several kudus from members for all they do for the club. From 
serving as GSCA Treasurer, to Auctioneer and Auctioneer’s bookkeeper/agent, to Outing Hosts at Auburn, 
to running Fun Cones Days, to speaking at and managing GSCA’s booth at the Driven Image, both the 
Wilkings in 2015 AND over the years have contributed too much to mention it all. At the same time as 
doing their own recreational carriage driving AND competing too! 

Congratulations to Eric and Linda Wilking, 2015 MVP Award winners! Really sorry about that mistake. 

ANNOUNCING  NEW CONSOLIDATED CARRIAGE  DRIVING CALENDAR  FOR  THE 
NORTHEAST  ONLINE! 

  https://teamup.com/ks202194978f27d035 

Most major driving events and activities are on this Calendar for 2016. Clubs, clinics, and therapeutic 
barns are represented and in process. Granite State Carriage Association and Connie Moses have put this 
Calendar together as a service to the driving community; it is something that has been desired by horse 
folks and talked about for a long time.  



Groups with their driving schedules on the consolidated Calendar: 
ADS, Carriage Barn, Clinicians, Colonial Carriage and Driving Society, Connecticut Valley Driving Club, 
Green Mountain Horse Association, Granite State Carriage Association, Southern New England Carriage 
Driving Association, , Touchstone FarmWinning Spirits 

Find LIVE LINKS to the Driving Calendar Northeast here: GSCA calendar page on website— 
http://granitestatecarriage.org/index.php/activities-photos/gsca-calendar 

MUD SEASON - PLEASE AVOID WET TRAILS 

Mud season is upon us. Please avoid trails during mud season.  

What is mud season? “Mud season occurs in places where the ground freezes deeply in winter, is covered 
by snow, and thaws in spring. Dirt roads and trails become muddy because the deeply frozen ground 
thaws from the surface down as the air temperature warms above freezing. The visible ice and snow melts 
but the frozen lower layers of the ground prevent water from percolating into the soil and so the surface 
layers of the soil become saturated with water and turns to mud.”  

If the trails are clear of snow and ice but snow and ice is still visible along side of the trail it is best to 
avoid the trail. Even when there is an early spring and the snow and ice has disappeared the ground may 
still be frozen. The higher temperatures in March or April help warm the soils and get rid of the ground 
frost.  

But remember Spring Showers can produce a lot of rain contributing to saturating soils not yet fully 
thawed or percolating slowly and some sections of soils types will need more time to dry than other 
sections. Also, be aware that soils in higher elevations will take longer to dry out than lower elevation 
trails. So, at home or where you start out your ride, may be dry but as you travel, the trail may be too wet 
to ride. It is best to wait until all ground frost has melted and water can drain freely within the deep layers 
of soil and all soils have had a chance to dry.  

Depending on weather patterns each year, where you live and the nature of individual trails, that mud 
season may start early in mid- March or last longer well into May. Please respect landowners’ wishes and 
look for postings regarding any trail closings and openings for each year’s mud season. If postings are not 
available use the guidelines shown above.  

NH Horse Council Trails Committee  

CARRIAGES OF ACADIA NOTICE 

Acadia National Park will now be requiring every vehicle that enters the park to show an Entrance Pass.  
This includes being parked anywhere in the park, including Wildwood Stbles  This has always been a 
requirement but has not been strictly enforced.  It will be enforced this coming season.  Many people may 
not have known that they were supposed to have a pass but some have. 

Monies from entrance fees go toward: Improvements in the Park - new parking areas, carriage road 
maintenance, educational signs and programs, Ranger led programs, and ALL of the upgrades to Wildwood 
Stables! 

Entrance passes will be able to be bought at Wildwood Stables as well as other places and online.  The link 
to learn more is: http://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/fees.htm 

Private vehicle for 7 days = $25.00  Annual Pass $50 
Let us know if you have any other questions 1-877-276-3622 carriagesofacadia@gmail.com 

http://www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/fees.htm
mailto:carriagesofacadia@gmail.com


WITH AN EARLY SPRING DRIVING SEASON UPON US 
PLEASE 

REMEMBER TO BE COURTEOUS WHEN DRIVING 
        
As riders and horses  of all ages and degrees of experience come to our drives, and 
cars  share the road, it is important to remember the rules of driving, and riding 
courtesy. 
   
  

 1 - Arrive at the scheduled time - don’t mess up the drive organizer’ plans for a  group  lunch etc. 
      by being late. 
 2 - Check in with the drive organizers and fill out your release form. Better yet    bring it with you 
      all filled out to give to the organizer. 
           3 - Please leave ample room when parking next to another  trailer.  Keep in mind that  horse(s) 
      will be tied there--even though they might not be there when you pull in. 
 4 - Be sure to have a slow vehicle triangle on the back of your carriage.  
 5 - Stay as far to the right on the road as possible except when passing. 
 6 - Always pass on the left. 
 7 - Check for cars coming from behind before pulling out to pass. 
 8 - Stop and look both ways at all intersections before entering. 
 9 - No tailgating. 
           10 -Never pass another horse or carriage without requesting and receiving  permission. 
 11 -Walk past ridden horses if possible.  Do not trot by without asking & receiving  permission. 
       They may not be used to seeing carriages. 
 12 - If someone is having trouble with a horse, always stop & wait until it is  under control before 
        passing from either direction     
 13 - If someone is hitching or entering a carriage or mounting a horse, wait until they  are in the 

        carriage or on the horse and in control before asking to pass  
 14 - NEVER PASS ANYONE AT SPEED. You could cause a serious accident! 

FOR SALE 

Used Smucker's Pleasure Driving harness which came with a rescue horse (approx. 15.2 hands - no 
draft in him...possibly a Thoroughbred/Connemara cross).   We don't need it and are looking to sell it.  
$400   We think it's complete (minus the driving reins)! Gene and Kinna Ohman-Leone 802-247-4848  
office@wildappleschool.com 

mailto:office@wildappleschool.com


 

      
                                           UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 

   

APRIL 18-22 PLAYDAYS AT THE CARRIAGE BARN Kensington, NH. ages 5+Contact: 
APRIL 25-9 carriage-barn@comcast.net. www.carriage-barn.org. (603) 

APRIL 23 COLONIAL CARRIAGE & DRIVING SOCIETY SPRING SEMINAR ”get Ready for 
  the show Season”. Orleton Farm, Stockbridge,MA. Contact;Henry Waller  
  hwaller562@aol.com or (413)441-4682 

APRIL 30 GMHA 15 MI.CONDITIONING DISTANCE RIDE/DRIVE. Woodstock,VT  
  contact: Amber Braun (amber@gmhainc.org) or call 802-457-1509  

APRIL 30 TIM HAYES on EQUINE THERAPY. CARRIAGE BARN Kensington,NH  
  Contact: (603) 378-0140 carriage-barn@comcast.net. 

MAY 1  GMHA 5-10-15 MI. PLEASURE RIDE/DRIVE. Woodstock,VT   
  contact: Amber Braun (amber@gmhainc.org) or call 802-457-1509  

MAY 1 GSCA SPRING FLING DAY DRIVE/RIDE. Touchstone Farm,Temple,NH 
  Contact: BooMartin (603)654-6308 bmartin@touchstone-farm.org. 

MAY 7  MYOPIA DAY OF CONES. Buxtom Field, Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH.  
  Hosted by Linda Wilking. (603) 731-0513 

MAY 9  SCOTT MONROE CLINIC.Carlisle Academy.Maine Contact: Karen   
  Friedlander: kdfriedlander@hotmail.com (207) 831-6379  

M AY 14-15 GMHA DRIVING COMBINED TEST & ARENA DRIVING TRIAL.   
  Woodstock,VT. Contact: karey@gmhainc.org 

MAY 16 CAA DRIVER PROFICIENCY PROGRAM AT CARRIAGE BARN Kensington,NH 
  Contact: (603) 378-0140 carriage-barn@comcast.net. 

MAY 21-22 EQUINE PROFESSIONAL EVENT WEEKEND.Sunny Creek Equestrian  
  Center 317 Goose Pond Rd. Canaan, NH.03741 Contact: Melissa   
  (603)208-9050, sunnycreekequestrian center@gmail.com 

JUNE 17-19 GSCA MILES STANDISH CAMPING OUTING. Carver/Plymouth,MA.  
  Contact: John Heuther (508) 737-4393 johnhuether@gmail.com Eric/
  Linda Wilking (603) 235-8459 (Eric) 731-0513 (Linda) 

JUNE 19-28 GSCA MEETUP AT ACADIA NATIONAL PARK.  Seal Harbor,Maine.  
  Contact: Laurie Goodwin (603) 483-8797 Make reservations with  
  Wildwood Stables early as stalls fill up fast. 

mailto:barn@comcast.net
http://www.carriage-barn.org
mailto:hwaller562@aol.com
mailto:bmartin@touchstone-farm.org
mailto:kdfriedlander@hotmail.com
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
Membership renewals are now due!  Early renewal helps our club meet annual 

obligations such as insurance payments and prepare for spring events.  

Also please promote the GSCA to your friends and fellow horse enthusiasts, be they 
carriage drivers or riders, or just like hanging out with cool, horsey folks!  GSCA is a fun 

group of people who host some of the best driving and riding events in New England! 
Updated brochures were distributed at the annual Meeting but may also be obtained 
through any board member. 

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 A PLEASURE DRIVING CLUB  

 DRIVE WITH US JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT (Riders Welcome) 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 

Annual Membership Single or Family $25.00.   

Name (include all family members):____________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________State______Zip:____________ 

Phone________________________________________E-Mail________________________________________ 

Facebook username or e-mail__________________________________New Membership ____  
Renewal__________ 
Add $1.00 for Maine Driving Club Associate Membership?_____________________     

 TOTAL SENT__________________________ 
Any Changes from last listing?  Yes  No  What?_________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to: GSCA.  
For more info. call:  Treasurer Eric Wilking (603) 731-0513 

Mail to: Eric Wilking. 162 Pickpocket Rd. Brentwood, NH 0383 



 

“If it fits I sits” 

THE GRANITE STATE CARRIAGE ASSOCIATION 
Virginia G. Laplante, Editor 
137 Old Tilton Road 
Canterbury, New Hampshire 03224 

                                                                                                                                 


